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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad 
you’re here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a 
visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill out and 
either hand to an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 
Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available 
at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament 
here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, 
“This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to 
commune but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the 
pastor or assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free 
host, quietly ask the pastor. 
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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 16, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “In God, My Faithful God,” Johann Hanff 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.  Turn 
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Song “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You,” #312 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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Gloria
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are 
weak mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and 
understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

God's Word for Children (11 only)   
Younger children (Pre-K to Grade 4) are invited to follow the presiding pastor and other 
leaders downstairs for a time of special listening designed just for them. The aim is to help 
them hear today's Gospel at their level. They will rejoin their parents before the offering is 
taken. 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and 
prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of 
the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his command-
ments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 
and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 
possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led 
astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today 
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving 
the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means 
life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 
the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 
  The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  Psalm 119:1-8 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

1Why are the nations | in an uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats? 
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes | plot 
together, 
  against the LORD and against the | LORD‘s anointed? 
3“Let us break their | yoke,” they say; 
  “let us cast off their | bonds from us.” 
4God whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing; 
  the LORD holds them | in derision. Refrain 
 
5Then in wrath God | speaks to them, 
  and in rage fills | them with terror. 
6“As for me, I have anoint- | ed my king 
  upon Zion, my | holy mountain.” 
7Let me announce the decree | of the LORD, 
  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I be- | gotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for | your inheritance 
  and the ends of the earth for | your possession. Refrain 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather 
as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not 
ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to 
human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, 
“I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
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  5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came 
to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who 
plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will 
receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, 
working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Celtic Alleluia” 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Matthew 5:21-37 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of 
ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable 
to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, 
you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable 
to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave 
your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or 
sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your 
accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may 
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be 
thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny. 
  27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye 
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causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 
one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is 
better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go 
into hell. 
  31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
  33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You 
shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the 
Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the 
throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 
it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you 
cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 
No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “O Christ, Our Hope” #604 
 

New Members Received (11) 
 

Confession of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

You may be seated 
 

Mission Moment Jared Waugaman 
 

Offering “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing,” Paul Manz 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” 

 #308 Stanza 1 
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son, 
Our Lord and Savior, you have won 
Our hearts to serve you only! 
Lowly, holy!  
Great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 
Let us pray. God of Light, 
You brighten our days with the grace of Christ. Fill us with the Spirit 
that rested on him, and use what we offer to ease the darkness of the 
world you cherish. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

 
 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
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Communion 

 

  

 
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” #582 
“Forgive Our Sins, As We Forgive” #605 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. We thank you, Almighty God, that, true to your promise, you 
have nourished us again with the food and drink of eternal life. Send us 
now in peace and joy to testify to your goodness, and to share your hope 
for all people in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing,” #544 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “O Christ, Our Hope,” J.S. Bach 
 
 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net with License #702571 
Psalm 1191:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A© 2007  Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
 

 

New Members Received  

Tracey Haynick with Liam 

Bill & Jane Hegg 

Christopher Champion with Salem 
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Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister  -- Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Linda Herhuth (8:30); Christopher Peters (11) 
 

Lectors – Don Braun (8:30); Brandon Piteo (11) 
 

Communion Assistants – Ron Coulter, Kate Durban, Joe King (8:30); 
William Baker, Nancie Smith, Eileen Spicer (11) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Kaitlyn Carlin (11) 

 

Cantors – Brad Paton (8:30); Trudy Gustke (11) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Frank Beodray, Ray Durban (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Katie Norman (11) 

 

Greeters – Karen Beodray (8:30) 
Ann & Bob Kreps (11) 

 

Ushers – Ken Novack (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Tyler Seagro (11) 

 

Trustee – Mike Green 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 
 

Nursery – Deanna McLeeson, Sarah McLeeson (11) 
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     In our Prayers 

 People who need to hear of God's abiding care and amazing grace 
 

 For those becoming new members of Messiah and partners in the 
mission this week, including Bill, Jane, Tracey, and Christopher 

 

 For those serving in Global Mission efforts around the world, 
especially the more than 50 ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission 
volunteers who are serving in countries such as Mexico, Madagascar, 
Argentina, Uruguay, Jerusalem, Hungary, Serbia, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Australia, and the United Kingdom.    

 

 Our nation's conversation about what is right and true and just  
 

 For the Neumann and Royster families upon the death of Phil 
Neumann 

 

 For the family of Emma Ladaika who died this past week 
 

 For those with health concerns and medical conditions:  Joyce Fry, 
Edith Kundtz, Ruth Marquardt, all suffering from depression, seasonal 
affective disorder, and addiction.   

 

Saints of God 

February 18—MARTIN LUTHER, d. 1546.  Luther was 62 when he died.  It is 
said that his last words were “It’s true. We’re all beggars.”  In other words, 

the glory is Christ’s, and in him alone is our hope. 
 
February 20—RASMUS JENSEN, d. 1620, the first Lutheran pastor in North 
America.  He arrived in Hudson Bay in 1619 as a member of a Danish 
colonial expedition which quickly failed.   

 
God’s Word for Next Week 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  +  + 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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